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by Gabrielle Girton

Shaler Area Junior Emily Yure-
tich qualified for the all state chorus 
level of the PMEA competition. 

For those in Choir, Band and Or-
chestra, PMEA is similar to WPIALs, 
The goal is to spark interest in the 
music fields, and showcase the talent 
from different high schools around 
the state. 

PMEA competitions starts small, 
and progressively get more difficult 
as they move from audition to audi-
tion. Starting in November, several 
students auditioned for District choir. 
The top 14 chairs of each voice part 
move on to Regions. From there, it 
gets even more selective, allowing 
only the first 6 chairs to move onto 
States. 

“The most difficult thing is that 
PMEA in itself is just so competi-
tive, there are so many other talented 
singers who want it just as much as 
you do, and it all comes down to who 
knows it best and who wants it the 
most,” Yuretich said.

Yuretich is the only student from 
Shaler Area who qualified for states. 
She will be joining several students 
from all over Pennsylvania in the en-
semble this April. The ensemble is 
composed of 36 students in each voice 
part. There are 8 voice parts, 288 stu-
dents in total made the state choir.

Yuretich auditioned alongside 

seniors Page Milavic, Dan Bittner, 
and Haley Landolina. Although all 
students had very high scores, she 
was the only student from Shaler 
Area to move onto States.

“I was completely shocked. I’m 
so grateful for this opportunity, be-
cause I know how hard everyone 
works to get this far, it’s really hum-
bling. I’ve absolutely loved being 
with Dan, Paige, and Haley. We’ve 
had so much fun together during 
rehearsals, hanging out at the hotel, 
and going to dinner after the con-
certs. It won’t be the same without 
them,” Yuretich said.

Emily gets the help of Choir 
Director Mrs. Kristin Tepshich, 
who helps Yuretich learn the pieces 
of music, but she still needs to put 
in several hours of practice out of 
school.

“Mrs.Tepshich helps us prepare 
during class some days, but we also 
need to practice on our own time. I 
think we had around 25 days in be-
tween districts and regions where we 
were able to practice the audition mu-
sic. I tried to practice for at least an 
hour every night. And we went over 
it in class a lot. So in total, I probably 
practiced for around 20 hours,” Yure-
tich said.

Yuretich has been involved in 
the music and theater departments 
throughout high school. She has been 
a member of the Shaler Area Wom-

en’s Chorus, Chamber Chorus, and 
Concert Choir through all three years 
at Shaler Area High School. She also 
played the lead of Eponine in the pro-
duction of  Shaler Area’s Spring Mu-
sical “Les Miserables”. She is a mem-
ber of the Shaler Area Dance Team 
and plays trumpet in Symphonic 
Band, as well.

“It’s pretty tiring at times, but I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world. I abso-
lutely love what I do, and I’m happier 
than I can ever express,” Yuretich said 
about all her after-school activities.

The competition will take place in 
Erie, PA at the historic Warner The-

atre April 19-22 under the direction 
of Dr. Mitos Anaya-Hart from Temple 
University. 

Preparation includes learning all 
the different pieces of music, which 
fall in a range of difficulties. 

“I’m learning 7 new songs for the 
state concert, to me some of it seems 
harder than the previous music and 
some of it’s not hard at all. I’m sure 
it’ll become much easier as I practice 
it more,” she said.

Looking ahead, Yuretich may ap-
ply for the national level choir, but for 
now she is just focusing on preparing 
for States. 

by Maura Fisher

On February 19th, over 50 
Shaler Area art students competed 
in the regional Scholastic Art and 
Writing competition at Laroche 
College. 29 of those students were 
recognized for their art. There 
were over 2000 people in the com-
petition from all over the regional 
area.

Students can submit multiple 
pieces of multiple mediums to the 
competition. People submitted 
pencil drawings, paintings, digi-
tal arts, sculptures, glass pieces, 
and ceramics. Artists have to pay 
$5 per piece that they submit for 
judging. Over 2500 pieces were 
submitted to the  competition. 

“(The competition) is compet-
itive but not in a way that’s nega-
tive. It encourages students to do 
better and work diligently in art,” 
art teacher David Boyles said.

At the competition, the students can either win a 
Gold Key, which is the highest ranking award, Silver 
Key, the second highest, or an Honorable Mention, 
which is the third highest. Two students from Shaler 
Area were awarded Gold Keys for their art: junior 
Jamie Handyside for a painting and sophomore Julie 

Lignoski for digi-
tal arts. 7 students 
earned Silver Keys 
and 15 achieved 
Honorable men-
tions.

“I went (to the 
competition) last 
year, and saw that 
there weren’t that 
many digital art 
pieces and it gave 
me confidence that 
I could earn a Gold 
Key. There were 
more submissions 
this year, but I still 
liked my chances,” 
Lignoski said.

After the com-
petition, the Gold 
Key pieces were 
put on display at 

Laroche College, and 
Silver Keys and Honorable Mentions were displayed 
digitally. The Gold Key pieces then move on to a na-
tional competition in New York City. There are usu-
ally 2000-3000 pieces on display in New York. Some 
of the winners on the national level win scholarships 
for their artwork. 

The art program at Shaler Area has not been as 
successful in the past at the competition as they are 
currently. Junior Jamie Handyside earned a Silver 
Key in her sophomore year, and a Gold Key and an 
Honorable Mention in her junior year. She submit-
ted 5 paintings to the competition this year. Her Gold 
Key painting was a pop art self portrait on cardboard.

“It’s a huge accomplishment for me because I 
work really hard on my art and it’s finally paying 
off,” Handyside said.

Taking studio art 1 and 2 at the high school really 
helped her grow as an artist. She skipped over studio 
art 3 to take AP studio art currently in her junior year. 
The classes at Shaler have helped her achieve suc-
cess in the competition. 

“(The competition) has helped me notice what 
my strong and weak points are in my art, and it’s al-
lowed me to fix my mistakes and create better overall 
pieces,” Handyside said.

The award is very prestigious and it helps the art-
ist grow. The award increases confidence and helps 
teach art students to work hard and how to make the 
best pieces that they can. The competition aims to 
highlight the achievements of artists who have spent 
time working on their art. 

“It provides  a sense of achievement that students 
get primarily playing sports. After winning a game 
they get this immediate sense of achievement. In art 
you don’t always have those achievements and im-
mediate accolades.This is their opportunity to show-
case their talent,”Boyles said. 

Shaler students win gold keys in regional art competiton

Self portrait by junior Jamie Handyside

 Junior qualifies for all-state chorus competition

Junior Emily Yuretich   
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OPINIONS
by Shannon O’Leary

After recently writing an editorial about the “par-
ticiphobia” epidemic, the fear of participating within 
the school, in the last edition, I have taken my ideas 
into further consideration. I realized that in order to 
avoid being a total hypocrite, I think it is necessary 
to formulate some kind of cure rather than just sitting 
back and complaining. 

With that being said, what if the problem is not 
simply the students, but is the system as a whole? 

As students we spend thirteen years of our lives 
within school walls for nine months at a time, sur-
rounded by the same faces and same white walls and 
white floors, regardless of the different buildings. 

Throughout those years, we are taught basic 
math, how to read, different languages and the his-
tory, not only of our nation, but of others as well. 
We learn how to communicate, we discover personal 
interests and we problem solve, critically think and 
shape our own opinions. 

We learn more and tend to appreciate learning 
much more as time goes on. However, as those years 
go by, the tremendous emphasis on grades slowly but 
surely increases.

I am by no means belittling the education system, 
because I am not ignorant enough to even pretend 
that education is not drastically important, hand-in-
hand with our intellectual development, but I believe 
there is a difference between genuinely learning a 
subject and memorizing facts to pass a test only to 
forget those facts the very next day. 

Yes, there has to be a means of evaluation in or-
der to see how well a student understands the mate-

rial and yes, there needs to be a way to differenti-
ate the stronger students from the weaker, especially 
in preparation for the work force or post-secondary 
education. But, no, students should not have to spend 
so much time stressing and worrying about getting 
that A vs truly learning what they are being taught.

GPA should not be the focus. Class rank should 
not be the focus. Report cards should not be the fac-
tor that determines our intelligence and work ethic.

What is the purpose of a thirteen-year long pro-
cess if students are not getting the most out of it? 
Why should the things listed above be the points of 
students’ focus and where is the emphasis on strong 
character versus strong scores on a math test? Isn’t 
school supposed to prepare us for the “real world”?

Breaking news, the real world does not revolve 
around a grading system; the real world consists of 
forming relationships with people, communicating, 
and using what you actually learned in all those 
years of schooling to problem solve, find a job, and 
build a future. 

So now let’s talk about the proposed solution.
Call me crazy, but I like to imagine a world in 

which it is okay to miss school here and there to go 
on educational trips to see and experience things that 
aren’t able to be learned in a building where we can-
not even see outside, let alone experience what is 
happening out there. 

I do not mean random vacations, but rather go 
out of state to different museums or monuments, or 
even out of the country to experience the cultures 
in which we discuss. Application and visualization 
could go a long way. 

Imagine schools being able to offer volunteer 

programs, where once a week you could spend time 
volunteering at a homeless shelter, or a hospital, or a 
daycare. What if you could put your homework away 
for a night and work with a group of students to de-
velop a fundraiser for a charity? What if participat-
ing and getting active was promoted and experience 
itself was a grade?

And if that is too unrealistic to imagine, let’s nar-
row the solution down to simply putting more of a fo-
cus on learning through experience. Students should 
be able to job shadow and go on more field trips, 
without worrying about the class work they will have 
to make up later. It should be common reality for any 
given student rather than a privileged activity for stu-
dents who choose to get involved. 

Here and there, we come across teachers who 
take time every once in a while, or even every day, 
to talk about current events or life lessons, which can 
be very significant especially to struggling teenagers. 
Now think about how valuable this information will 
be at one point in the near future.

Basically, learning through experience and de-
veloping as human beings is just as important as 
becoming scholars of the many subjects we are ex-
pected to learn. What we need to take into account 
when diagnosing “participhobia” is the idea that stu-
dents, because of expectations, are far too focused 
on getting that 4.0 rather than getting that grade A 
personality.

Having better means of reaching that goal could 
ultimately dissipate the “disease” among the student 
body and truly bring us together as people as we ex-
perience new things and meet different people, to-
gether. 

School should encourage learning outside the classroom

By Addie Devlin

Donald Trump’s recent appoint-
ment of Betsy Devos as Secretary 
of Education has people all over the 
country concerned for the future of 
the public schooling system. Devos, 
a Christian, conservative billionaire 
should not be the one in charge of our 
country’s education system.

Trump’s education proposal calls 
for dedicating $20 billion to promote 
education reforms. These reforms 
could possibly “help” families move 
away from “failing government (pub-
lic) schools” and transition to private, 
religious and charter schools. 

“We know that millions of children, 
mostly low-income and minority chil-
dren, remain trapped in K-12 schools 
that are not meeting their needs,” De-
vos stated when Trump first released 
the school choice education plan.

I have attended public schooling 
for all twelve years of my own edu-
cation and have never felt “trapped” 
or wished to attend a private school 
instead. When it comes to “meeting 
needs”, I believe public schools do a 
great job, considering classes are taught 
by certified teachers and must follow 
curriculum standards. Private schools 
do not require teaching certifications 
and design their own curriculum. 

The average cost for a private high 
school for one individual student is 
$13,538. Devos believes the govern-
ment should provide parents who can-
not afford the “proper” education with 
school vouchers.

School vouchers are distributed/ 
created by state governments. They al-

low parents to use public funds to help 
pay for their child’s private school tu-
ition. 

Devos, as well as her children, 
never attended a public school. She 
also has no experience working in edu-
cation, unlike the former secretary of 
education, John King Jr., who worked 
as a public school administrator and 
teacher. Devos has zero firsthand 
knowledge on the public education 
system.She also seems to be uneducat-
ed on some of the basic education laws 
including the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (IDEA).

Devos believes education is a 
choice that should be left to the states, 
not the federal government. However, 
IDEA is a federal law that ensures chil-
dren with disabilities free and public 
education. 

During Devos’s confirmation hear-
ing, Senator Tim Kaine asked her if she 
believes that all schools that receive 
federal funding (public, public charter 
or private) should be required to meet 
the requirements of IDEA. “I think that 
is a matter that is best left to the states,” 
Devos replied.

 “So some states might be good 
to kids with disabilities and other 
states might not be so good and, what 
then, people can just move around the 
country if they don’t like how kids are 
being treated?” Kaine replied. 

Devos claims her main goal is to 
give every child an opportunity for 
good education, but her ideas and goals 
for the future do not include EVERY 
child.

Members of the LGBTQ com-
munity might also feel intimidated by 

Devos. Although she has declined to 
voice her stance on the situation, past 
actions from Devos and her family 
show reason for concern. 

“The DeVos family has a long, 
well-documented history of funding 
organizations dedicated to undermin-
ing and restricting the rights of LG-
BTQ people,” said Chad Griffin, presi-
dent of the Human Rights Campaign in 
a Politico article. 

I’m actually glad I had the opportu-
nity to attend a public school and expe-
rience the diversity. Rather than wear-
ing uniforms, I was allowed to wear 
what I chose. I was able to learn with 
people that were different from me. 
Unlike private schools, public schools 
consists of students from all different 
backgrounds, culturally, religiously 
and financially. I think this helps and 
prepares students when it comes to go-
ing out into the real world. 

Many politicians have voted 
against Devos’ nomination, including 

Pennsylvania senator Bob Casey. De-
vos still won the votes, but the nomina-
tion was a fight. For the first time in 
senate history, Vice President Pence 
voted to break the 50-50 tie in a con-
firmation vote. 

“I opposed Betsy DeVos because I 
believe our children need a champion 
of public schools as the Secretary of 
Education, not someone whose career 
has been spent trying to privatize pub-
lic schools,” Casey stated in his open 
letter to constituents, thanking them for 
voicing their opinions. 

All children living in the United 
States should have a right to public ed-
ucation, therefore I believe Devos does 
not deserve her position. She has a big 
responsibility on her hands, and with 
no prior experience and lack of knowl-
edge, I don’t think she is prepared. We 
should all be concerned that our coun-
try’s education system is headed by 
a Christian billionaire with a goal of 
privatizing education. 

A Secretary of Education should have education experience
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 by Cece Robinson

During her time as part of the Shaler 
Area Cross Country and Track team, Bri-
anna Schwartz was the outdoor and indoor 
state champion her junior year and was the 
state champion in cross-country during her 
senior year. Schwartz also participated in 
other events such as the Foot Locker Cham-
pionship, which she placed 6th, was awarded 
the prestigious accolade of being Gatorade’s 
Pennsylvania State Cross Country runner 
of the year (2015), and holds six Track and 
Field records. 

She left Shaler Area in 2015 and decided 
to continue her education and running carrier 
at Colorado University. 

Arriving at Colorado University after 
such a successful high school career, she said 
she felt the most pressure from herself not 
her coaches

 “I definitely felt high expectations com-
ing onto the team, but I think most of that 
was just from myself, not my coaches. No 
one treated me differently because mostly ev-
eryone on the team had great success in high 
school. Everyone forgets about their past ac-
complishments and aims to prove themselves 
at the collegiate level,” Schwartz said. 

Recruited by the school for her amazing 
talent and drive, she is happy to say that she is still running for the school. Adjust-
ing to balancing her classes and practices, just as any college athlete has to do, 
was not as hard as she thought and was glad for the large number of freshman on 
the team.

“After getting used to the schedule and balancing classes with practice, it be-
came really fun. The transition was made easier by the large number of freshmen 
we had on the team. There were seven other girls and four boys in our freshmen 
class. We were able to help each other find our way,” Schwartz said. 

As soon as the cross country season began the ease that she once had when 
school started quickly dissolved.

“Once classes started, our schedules were so busy. Freshmen athletes are 
required to log 6 hours a week in study hall and we had tutors on top of that. 
We practice every day from 2-6pm so we have to schedule all of our classes 
before 2, meaning most days start as early as 8am. Then, tutoring and study 
hall hours had to be done after practice. So, we had a lot of resources to help 
with our classes, but finding time to eat and relax between classes and practices 
was difficult,” Schwartz said.

In comparison to the Shaler Area Cross Country team, Colorado Universi-
ty has workouts every day, but the intensity level is increasingly higher. When 
practice isn’t scheduled, training on the “off days” is a must. 

On team training days, a run through the mountains is one of her favorite 
things. 

“For the team’s long runs every Sunday, we drive off campus to run differ-
ent routes on dirt roads that our coach has found. Two or three of the runs are 

actually in the mountains. The longest drive 
takes about 30 minutes and is over 8000ft el-
evation. The runs are so hard, but the views 
are beautiful and makes the pain worth it,” 
Schwartz said. 

For the 2016 cross country season 
Schwartz participated in the Road Runner In-
vitational and in the Bradley Classic. 

“I competed this fall in cross country. I 
placed 10th at the Road Runner Invitational 
in Denver and 63rd in the Bradley Classic in 
Peoria, Illinois. These were my first times run-
ning a 6k cross country race. It was hard but 
fun,” Schwartz said. 

Aside from running cross country, 
Schwartz has chosen to major in Journalism 
and is minoring in a program called Technol-
ogy, Media, and Arts. 

She also hopes to incorporate her love and 
talent for running into her future career.

“I am studying Journalism and I am mi-
noring in a program called Technology, Arts 
and Media. It’s a program that teaches tech-
nical skills and programs like Adobe Creative 
Cloud and theoretical and historical courses 
on technology in society. I’m on the digital 
journalism track so I will definitely want to 
use the skills I learn from TAM (Technology, 
Arts, and Media) to not just write stories but 
to produce videos and photos. I would love to 

have that involve running, health, or just sports in general,” Schwartz said. 
Being so far away from home, she always makes sure to make a phone call to 

home almost every day to help herself feel a little bit closer to home. Because of 
the time demanding schedule she has when cross-country is in season, along with 
classes, she is almost too busy to even think about missing home, but she said the 
“family like feel” that Shaler Area brings is what she misses most.

“I miss the close community and seeing my friends and teammates every 
day,” Schwartz said. 

Schwartz continues to excel at Colorado University

The Shaler Area varsity competitive cheerleading squad competed 
in the UCA High School Championship held in Orlando, Florida last 
month. The team won the gold medal in the World High School Cheer-
leading Competition as well as the silver medal in the National High 
School Cheerleading Competition, which involved 48 teams. The girls’ 
second place performance will be aired on ESPN later this spring. 

Bri Schwartz (left) with one of her Colorado teammates (Brianna Schwartz)

Cheerleaders compete in Disney World
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by Tom Castello and Bridget Nickel

Jimmy Spagnolo, a first grader at Rogers Primary, just completed his final 
chemotherapy treatment after six years of receiving treatment.  Jimmy was born 
with an inoperable brain tumor.  Throughout Jimmy’s six-year journey of fighting 
his tumor, his family has been part of a very emotional story.

For his parents, Jim and Lacie Spagnolo, learning their son had these medical 
issues was a scary experience for both of them.

“It was very scary when it happened. Imagine having your worst nightmare 
and never waking up from it. I think you go through different stages of dealing 
with it. You are shocked, depressed, you go through the ‘why me?’ stages. It took 
a little longer to deal with it,” his parents said.

As the Spagnolo family sat in the doctor’s office waiting for results, there 
was no good news coming from the doctor. 

“When we first got the news, I thought I needed to figure something out. I 
went into the shower at the hospital and was in there for a very long time. I was 
trying to figure out how I wanted to deal with it. I went through every aspect in 
my head, I went down every avenue and it was pretty dark,” Mrs. Spagnolo said. 
“Then I started thinking ‘What if I don’t believe the doctors? What if I just say 
Jimmy is going to be healthy and he is going to outdo it all?’ That’s the outcome 
I wanted.”

A variety of chemotherapy treatments seemed to be the only option the fam-
ily had to help their son.

“They wanted to put 3 or 4 different types of chemotherapy in him, just to 
throw everything at him, but Jim and I didn’t want to kill him with the toxins,” 
Mrs. Spagnolo said.

In most cases, when the same type of chemotherapy is used, it becomes less 
effective and could possibly not work at all. In Jimmy’s case, the same treatment 
was used throughout his six years of treatment and proved to be successful in the 
end.

“Jimmy was a rare case. He had the same chemo work for him all 4 times, 
usually a chemo only works for the first year, maybe a second time,” Mrs. Spag-
nolo said.

The hospital wanted to put a port into Jimmy’s chest to administer all of the 
different chemotherapy treatments at once. Jimmy’s parents asked if the hospital 
could somehow deviate from protocol and try one chemo treatment on Jimmy 
via IV.

At first, the doctor was hesitant and did not want to go against the normal 
protocol of the hospital.

“The doctor walked back in the room a minute later, it was really weird. She 
came in and said, ‘You know what? We are going to throw out protocol,’” Mrs. 
Spagnolo said.

That night, at just four months old, Jimmy Spagnolo had his first chemo-
therapy treatment. 

The day after Jimmy’s first treatment, the family was sent home by the doc-
tor. They were due back the next month for his next treatment. At this point, they 
were just sitting and waiting to see if the initial treatment helped. Although the 
parents were stressed, Jimmy’s attitude, even as a baby, was positive. 

“Jimmy was such a happy baby during these 
times. He didn’t get sick at all,”  Mrs. Spagnolo 
said.

At six years old, Jimmy received his final 
treatment which lifted a weight not only off of his 
shoulders, but off of the family’s as well. 

“The best way to describe the moment when he 
finished was like inhaling a breath of relief,” Mrs. 
Spagnolo said. “It’s hard to watch him go through 
all of this so when he can take a break and go off of 
all meds, it brings us the greatest joy to watch him 
be a boy with no worries.”

Jimmy’s mother decided that she would share 
Jimmy’s story and make it known. She created a 
Facebook page titled “I’m praying for Jimmy Spagnolo” where updates of Jim-
my’s journey are posted consistently. She also uses the page to provide inspira-
tion and understanding to people who were going through something similar with 
their children as well. 

With over 7,000 likes on the page and nearly 7,000 people following the 
page, the family has received comments and messages from people everywhere 
saying this page provides them with a sense of hope and how much Jimmy in-
spires them every day. 

Through all of these stages, this never tore the family apart and they never let 
it affect the love and support that was brought in with the family. 

“You always look at each other and all of your blessings. Lacie and I both 
have families that are very helpful. We got a lot of support, and we made a con-
scious decision, looked each other in the eye and said, ‘This isn’t going to break 
us, Jimmy deserves the best parenting that we can give and we were never going 
to go backwards, just keep moving forward and be positive through it all,’” Mr. 
Spagnolo said. 

During the times of treatments and sickness, not only was the family always 
keeping their heads held high, but Jimmy who was going through it all was al-
ways happy and never got down. 

“We always focused on all of the good stuff and all of the cool things he got 
to do at Children’s Hospital,” Mrs. Spagnolo said.

Knowing how difficult it would be to keep an active three-year-old still 
enough to receive treatment, the family did whatever was in their best interest to 
make the stay as comfortable as possible.

“If we had to take Jimmy and he wanted to run around the hospital floor 
while hooked up to an IV bag, it was hard. Instead we put him in a red push car 
they had on the hospital floor, and took turns pushing him around while carrying 
the IV cart around for the 4 or 5 hours it took to complete the treatment,” Mrs. 
Spagnolo said.

“We made being at the hospital a reality for what it was for him. We under-
stood the gravity of what we had to go through but we created an alternate reality 
of positivity and fun to help all of us get through it better,” Mr. Spagnolo said.

Jimmy’s moments of triumph are all recorded by his parents and family. This 
has always helped him for when he goes back to the hospital he can realize that 
he is going not to just be treated, but to be cheered on by everyone and go do the 
fun stuff that he always gets to do.

Even after being put under by anesthesia, which is supposed to make you feel 
dizzy for up to 24 hours, Jimmy was up an hour later dancing and wanting to have 
fun. He created his own state of mind with everything and never doubted being 

able to handle whatever the next phase was. 
At the end of Jimmy’s treatments he got to ring 

the bell at Children’s Hospital to signify he was 
finished with his chemotherapy. For Jimmy this 
was a great experience and he was so happy when 
it was over.

“I felt great, happy and excited all at once. 
Also I felt loved by everyone who was cheering 
me on,” Jimmy said.

When Jimmy went back to school at Rogers he 
was greeted by all of his classmates and teachers 
when he walked into school. 

“When I got to school everyone was yelling 
my name, and went I went into my classroom ev-

eryone gave me a hug all at once. My teacher said ‘don’t knock him over’ and 
then we had a dance party, too,” Jimmy said.

Since Jimmy was a baby, his family would always have dance parties and this 
is still one of Jimmy’s favorite things to do. 

“We lived our lives for 3 months at a time, and at the end of those three 
months we would have a life changing decision to make. In between we would 
try to live it up as much as we can. Even leaving the hospital we would do eleva-
tor dances and have dance parties when we got home,” Mrs. Spagnolo said.

Even now the family will still go 3 months at a time for at least the next few 
years. Every three months, Jimmy will have to go for scans on his tumor. If they 
are clear for at least 2 years then it is unlikely that the tumor will ever grow again. 
The family feels a great sense of relief that Jimmy will no longer be treated with 
chemo, but only checked on.

“It’s a beautiful thing to watch how Jimmy celebrates each moment. When 
we watched him ring that bell we felt relief, we’ve made it through another year 
with joy, laughter, and the ability to overcome. It’s a big weight lifted off of us as 
parents to not have to worry about the chemo each month, but more importantly 
it’s knowing Jimmy will be free to grow and live his life without the side effects 
of a drug weighing on him,” Mrs. Spagnolo said.

Jimmy with his family at Children’s Hospital after ringing the bell. (Facebook)

First grader at Rogers finishes six years of chemotherapy

“It’s hard to watch him go 
through all of this, so when 
he can take a break and go off 
of all meds, it brings us the 
greatest joy to watch him be a 
boy with no worries.”
   --Mrs. Spagnolo
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Are you on 
SnapChat?
La Roche College is too!

Follow LaRocheCollege for 
a daily view of campus, 
student spotlights and 

weekly takeovers.
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Titans set multiple school records in the pool

Senior Emily Schaefer helped set four school records this year (Matt Linemann)

by Shannon O’Leary

This year at Shaler Area, the swimming and 
diving season has proved to be successful, espe-
cially considering not only one, but two school 
records have been broken. Senior Emily Schae-
fer set four different records and senior Evan 
Kelly set the diving record, achieving the highest 
amounts of points for an individual diver in one 
season. 

Although the two have different experiences, 
both have proved that a strong work ethic and 
dedication go a long way.

Schaefer started her career twelve years ago 
when she joined the Pine Richland Aquatics Club 
team after constantly being dragged to her broth-
er’s swim meets. Since she was younger and had 
to be there anyway, she decided she would just 
join to get the most out of it. 

After growing comfortable with her team-
mates and the program at Pine Richland, she de-
cided to continue to swim there throughout her 
career, including three out of four years of high 
school competition.  

As a senior, she finally decided to swim for the 
Shaler Area Varsity team for the first time, and she 
proved to be a great addition to the team. 

“I have wanted to swim for the school since 
freshman year but the schedule always conflicted 
with my club team so I never did. I figured this was 
my last chance, so I would do it,” Schaefer said. 

After progressing through the season, she did not 
regret taking advantage of the opportunity; she made 
new friends and created a strong bond with her team-
mates. 

“Swimming with the school is like having a new 
family. I have gone to school with these people my 
whole life and I used to feel like I barely knew them 
but now they are my best friends. It has definitely 
been a lot of fun; the team is really supportive and 
everyone is just awesome,” she said. 

Originally a breast stroker, she eventually found 
herself to be most competitive in the butterfly and 
200-meter Individual Medley (2IM), also competing 
in the 400-meter freestyle and 200-meter medley re-
lays. 

Ironically, it was her meet against Pine Richland 
in which she first set the Shaler 2IM record. 

“When I saw the score and realized I had beaten 
the record, I was at first relieved because my coaches 
were on me about it all season, pushing me to try and 

beat it. After that initial reaction, I was just really ex-
cited,” Schaefer said. 

Going into WPIALs, Schaefer had high expecta-
tions for herself, and sure enough her performance 
was impressive. As the girls’ team beat five school 
records, she was a part of four: the 200 Medley Re-
lay, 200 Individual Medley, 100 Butterfly and 100 
Freestyle. 

“Breaking four records in one day was pretty 
exciting to say the least, especially for the relay. 
Sharing that moment with those girls was amazing,” 
Schaefer said. 

Her coach was also very pleased with the girls’ 
performance at WPIALs.

“In the weeks leading up to the WPIAL champi-
onship meet, the coaches suspected all the swimmers 
had the chance to swim really well at that meet. To 
the extent the girls performed though, setting 5 new 
school records, you always hope for something like 
that to happen,” Coach Keith Simmons said.

Other members of the record-breaking relays 
were Jenna Stanton, Abby Banze, and Claire Blaha 
for the 200 Medley Relay, and Jenna Stanton, Olivia 
DiBon, Sara Magoun, and Claire Blaha for the 200 
Freestyle Relay, closing the season positively.

After a few scratches for States qualifiers, Schae-
fer actually achieved her goal and made it to the State 
Championship which took place Friday, March 17.

As for Evan Kelly, his diving career only began 

his freshman year when a teammate ap-
proached him about the opportunity. 

Since the Shaler Area pool does not 
have a diving facility, Kelly and other 
divers must practice at the Hampton 
pool. It is because of his own teammates, 
as well as the Hampton divers that Kelly 
ultimately stuck with the sport.  

“When I was a kid, my dad would 
kind of throw me up in the air and I’m 
small and flexible enough to sort of do 
whatever. I would dive off of a diving 
board at this one lake too, but what re-
ally made me get into diving was being 
such good friends with the other divers, 
especially the Hampton divers. They are 
really accepting of me,” Kelly said. 

As for training, a lot of it comes 
down to just throwing himself out there 
and trying new dives for the first time. 
With the help of a CD, given to him 
by his coach, as well as a life jacket to 

avoid smacking the water at first, Kelly 
is able to get the feel for just how much rotation and 
technique he needs to perform the dive.

Because of his devout training, Kelly has been 
able to perform well enough to qualify for WPIALs 
every year since his sophomore year, and more nota-
bly, this year he was able to set a new school record.  

At Butler High School, Kelly impressed the 
judges by performing his dives with the highest diffi-
culty level yet, with 11.7 points, and executing a dive 
he had only practiced once before, a back one and a 
half straight. Knowing he only needed 33 points to 
break the school record, he put in his best effort and 
surely enough, it paid off. 

“I looked up at the board and I saw a score of 
262.35. That is roughly 1 to 2 points higher than the 
record. I was ecstatic. It’s a surreal feeling to be con-
sidered the best diver in Shaler history,” he said. 

As swimming and diving season comes to a 
close, both Schaefer and Kelly have been consider-
ing their future athletic goals.

Schaefer will be attending Allegheny College 
next year to continue on with her swimming career, 
while Kelly is still unsure about where next year will 
take him.

“I would love to continue diving if I find a col-
lege that offers it and I actually choose that college 
but if I don’t, I will still practice on the side just to 
enjoy the sport,” Kelly said. 

by Tim Templin
 
A fresh start is the way to describe the Shaler Area 

Girls Varsity Lacrosse team as it heads into the season. 
This fresh start is because the team has a brand new head 
coach looking to help guide the team to a successful sea-
son. 

Bethany Snider is coming as a first time coach at the 
high school level, but she has been coaching a Pittsburgh 
club team for the past four years. As a coach she is bring-
ing her own philosophy to the Shaler Area team.

“I think as a coach it is crucial to allow your players to 
develop their own style of play. This cultivates creativity, 
confidence, and team chemistry. In the past, I think this 
is something that was not always stressed with the girls. 
Truthfully, I think coaching them to their strengths and al-
lowing them to try new things is going to contribute to our 
overall success this season,” Snider said.

Last year the team finished the season as co-section champs only losing one 
section game. The Titans were hoping to get back to the Division 2 championship 
game to continue their reign of three straight division championships.

The team was upset by Bethel Park in the quarterfinals of the Division 2 
playoffs.

But a new coach is not the only new dynamic for the team this year. They will 
be moved up from Class AA (Division 2), to the new Class AAA (Division 1).

“Being moved up to AAA, or division 1, is something new for the entire high 
school program and definitely a new challenge for the girls. I expect them to rise 

to the occasion and surprise a lot of ‘old school’ D1 
teams,” Snider said.

Four year varsity player senoir Ashley Warren is 
excited about the move and, like her new coach, has 
high expectations for the team.

“This season we’re going to have to work harder 
than we have before, with a new coach and moving up 
a division nobody expects us to be a threat, so we have 
to prove everybody wrong. With the amount of seniors 
we have this year and all of the talent, we can make it 
far as long as we put in the effort,” Warren said.

Warren is one of ten seniors on the team. Having so 
many players with experience could prove to be vital to 
the team this season. 

“I really love the fact that we are senior heavy. It 
allows all of the underclassmen to learn from them and 

ask questions,” Snider said.
A few seniors have already committed to fur-

thering their lacrosse careers and play in college.
Kara Jans will be playing next year at the University of Findlay, Abigail Juz-

wick at Edinboro University, Claire Truscott at Wooster College, and Warren at 
Youngstown State University.

Although this will be Snider’s first season as head coach, the expectations for 
the team remain the same.

“I have extremely high expectations for this group because of how much tal-
ent we have. If we continue to work hard in the next month and encourage each 
other, we can definitely win our section, but we have to take it one game at a 
time,” Snider said.

New season brings a new coach and  a new division

Senior Kara Jans dodges her defender (Kathleen Batten)
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Wrestlers 2nd and 6th in PIAA
by Tim Templin

Two Shaler Area qualified wres-
tlers for the State championships after 
a successful weekend at Canon mac 
High School. Senior Ron D’amico 
and sophomore Ryan Sullivan will 
compete in Hershey.

 Both wrestlers started off the 
season undefeated and were a couple 
of the driving forces behind the great 
season for the Shaler Area wrestling 
program.

It was expected that both would 
do well at WPIALs. D’amico and Sul-
livan finished one and two in their re-
spective weight class.

At the WPIAL tournament 
D’amico was the number one seed in 
the 220lb weight class. Unfortunately 
he was upset in the semi-finals, only 
D’amico’s second loss of the season.

“I was disappointed I was real 
upset and angry at myself right after 
losing. My coach was able to calm me 
down because I had to get ready for the next match that if I won I’d go to states,” 
D’amico said.

D’amico then won his match to qualify for states and go to Hershey.
“It was a great feeling! That was one of my goals this year and it was to make 

states,” D’amico said.
For Sullivan he came into the WPIAL tournament ranked number two in the 

106lb weight class. Sullivan made it all the way to the finals of the tournament 
before losing in the final match. 

Although Sullivan lost, he still qualified for the State Championships which 
was huge accomplishment.

“It felt amazing knowing all the hard work is paying off, I didn’t accomplish 
all my goals yet this season, I’m just getting started,” Sullivan said

At the State Championships in Hershey both D’Amico and Sullivan placed 
on the podium. D’amico finished 6th which was the farthest he has ever made it. 

“States was a great experience, I’ve always watched it on tv and always 
thought on how cool it would be to be there. I’m just glad I got there and got on 
the medal stand my hard work paid off,” D’amico said.

Sullivan, just as he did at WPIALs, made it all the way to the finals and fin-
ished second overall. 

“It was awesome to see Sullivan in the finals. Not a lot of people can say they 
made it to the state finals and Ryan, a sophomore, was able to. He’s worked hard 
and I wouldn’t have wanted to be in Hershey with anyone else,” D’amico said.

by Davis Deasy

Going into his 12th 
year as head coach of 
the Shaler Area softball 
team, Skip Palmer has 
had the same expecta-
tions for his team every 
year: make playoffs and 
play hard. 

Last year the girls 
met those expectations. 
The Lady Titans finished 
at the top of their section 
with a 19-2 record. How-
ever, they were knocked 
out of the playoffs after a 
5-4 loss to Latrobe in the 
second round.

Nonetheless, this 
year’s team is optimistic 
and determined to finish on a higher 
note.

“Going into this year, I definitely 
expect us to make playoffs,” senior 
second baseman Kayla Seidl said. 
“We all know what we need to do to 
get the job done and all the seniors 
want to go out with a bang.”

Though a few crucial players 
graduated, Palmer hopes this year’s 
senior class will fill their roles.

“It’s really not my job to replace 
last year’s seniors. It’s this year’s 
player’s time to step up,” Palmer said. 
“Hopefully my seniors will be leaders, 
but time will tell.”

The seniors are also looking to un-
derclassmen to contribute this season. 

“We have a lot of upcoming un-

derclassmen who are working really 
hard to help us replace the people we 
lost last year,” senior Lauren Miller 
said.

However, making the playoffs 
will not be easy. Palmer’s team will 
face tough competition in section play. 
He expects some of the best games to 
come from North Allegheny, North 
Hills, and Seneca Valley. However, 
Palmer and his team still have high 
hopes for the season.

“This year we have 9 extremely 
talented seniors who have been play-
ing with each other for about 6 years 
or even longer, so we have a natural 
connection. Since we’ve been playing 
together for so long we know exactly 
how to push each other to play hard-
er,” senior Kara Bosilovich said.

by Tom Castello

The Shaler Area baseball team’s season is right around the corner. The team 
is looking to do big things this year even after losing almost the entire infield to 
graduation last year. Coach Brian Junker doesn’t seem to be worried about the 
new guys stepping up to the plate however.

“We can’t control losing players, but we can control our attitude and energy. 
Each practice and game we will attack with everything we have. By this year’s 
end we think these guys will be just as good as last years,” 

The only remaining infielder from last year is senior second baseman An-
thony Venezia who will now move over to shortstop. Venezia is ready for the 
transition and everything this year throws at him. 

“It might be a little different at first (playing with his new teammates) but 
once the season starts and we start working together, we will pick it up and be 
fine. As for playing shortstop this year, I feel comfortable, I used to play there 
before I went to second base but there is definitely room for improvement. No 
matter where I am playing my expectations from myself and the team all stay the 
same and that is to get to play for a WPIAL Championship,” 

The team also looks to junior Christian Seelhorst to be the number one pitch-
er. Everyone is confident in Seelhorst and he is also confident in himself and in 
the teammates behind him to help get the job done if he starts to struggle. 

“It is a tough responsibility to be still young and to take on a leadership role 
of the number one, but it’s not necessarily about being number one; that’s not 
who we are as a team. I am confident in the guys behind me. Whether I’m number 
one or not, you have to rely on your teammates.”

Even with the younger group of players, Coach Junker does not believe this 
is going to be a developmental year but one where they can reach further than 
they have in the past.

“Our goal is to win a State and WPIAL Championship. We won’t be the most 
talented team in the WPIAL, State, or our section, but it does not mean we can’t 
be the hardest working, smartest, and most disciplined team,” Junker said. 

Ron D’amico and Ryan Sullivan (Louis Raggiunti)

Softball team hoping to live 
up to its own expectations

Senior Lyndsey Lakatos (MSA Sports)

Titans try to focus on 
things they can control

by Tom Castello

The Shaler Area boys tennis team 
is about to start the 2017 season. This 
year the team has a younger group of 
guys with no seniors on their team 
and only three returning players, but 
are still look-
ing towards the 
same goals.

C o a c h 
Brian Duer-
meyer is in his 
14th season 
of coaching at 
Shaler Area, but 
only his second 
as head coach. 
Duermeyer is looking forward to the 
season but he also knows that there 
are challenges that arise especially 
with younger players.

“They have potential, and all of 
the returning guys showed a lot of 
improvement last year. I think this is 
going to be a tough year for us as far 
as our section goes, but knowing they 
are juniors, I am looking at it as a two-
year plan,” Duermeyer said

The team wants to win as many 
matches as possible this year and for 

returning Junior Luke Grunden his 
goal is to make the playoffs.

“We have to have fun and win as 
many matches as possible. The ulti-
mate goal this year like any other is 
to make the playoffs,” Grunden said

Grunden feels confident that not 
only the re-
turning play-
ers will do 
their jobs but 
that the new 
guys will 
make an im-
pact on the 
court. 

“We have 
a lot of new-

comers, with only three returning 
players. They are talented and picking 
the game up really fast, they will have 
an immediate impact on our team,” 
Grunden said.

The last time the team made the 
playoffs was two seasons ago and 
now are hoping to prevail again. The 
group that made the playoffs that year 
was younger and beat teams that they 
didn’t expect to beat. With that said, 
the young group of guys this year 
might have a solid year ahead of them.

Tennis team relying on youth

“I think this is going to be 
a tough year for us ... but 
knowing they are juniors, 
I am looking at it as a two-
year plan.”
  -- Coach Duermeyer
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by Maura Fisher

The Shaler Area Boys’ Volleyball team is heading into season with 
high hopes. The boys will be competing in arguably the best section in 
the WPIAL, and they have been preparing to face the competition.

Adam Banfield, Stephen Borgen, Luke Brand, Jake Dadowski, and 
Chris McDermott are the 5 returning seniors trying out for the varsity 
team. Captains haven’t been picked for the season yet. 

The team has strong senior players who have a lot of varsity experi-
ence that will help the players achieve their goals. There are also some 
solid underclassmen boys who contribute to making the Shaler Area 
team what it is. The boys aim to work hard together and stay strong as 
a team.

“We need underclassmen and upperclassmen to step up and play 
hard this season to meet our goals,” Senior Chris McDermott said.

Last year, the team finished the season with a 7-9 overall record. 
They finished section play with a 4-8 record. The boys competed last 
year in section 3-AAA. This year, they will be playing in section 2-AAA 
because of the new WPIAL section alignments. 

“This season will be the best one in the past 10 years,” McDermott 
said, “Playoffs have been our goal for the past 4 years, but this year, we 
are competing for the section title,”

This season, the team will face tough competition. They will com-
pete against Seneca Valley, Butler, Fox Chapel, Pine Richland, North 
Hills, and North Allegheny. North Allegheny has won 11 WPIAL titles 
in the past 14 years. Fox Chapel has won 2, the most recent being the 
2014-2015 season.  The last time the Titans won the section title was 
2007. 

“I think this season is going to be very competitive and a lot of fun 
each and every night we play,” coach Paul Stadelman said.

The boys have been practicing for 3-4 days a week since October. 
They have put in a lot of work during with weight training and agility 
training. 

“We are hoping  (the off season workouts)  help push us over the 
top in competing against the toughest section in the WPIAL,” Stadel-
man said.

The team is hoping to earn a section title and a playoff spot this 
year. The team aims to keep a positive outlook on the season, work hard 
as a team, and improve its skills every time it steps on the court.

by Tanner Nowakowski

The track and field season is quickly 
approaching. The team has very high ex-
pectations for this season. Many athletes 
are looking forward to setting new person-
al bests in their events. 

“We are hoping to qualify as many 
athletes as we can for WPIALs and states 
since the qualification has changed,” Coach 
Abigale May said. 

There is a lot of promising talent on the 
team looking to succeed. 

“I personally would love to make the 
WPIAL championship for the fourth year 
in a row, in addition to the top 3 fastest re-
corded 100 yard dash times,” senior sprint-
er Jake Taylor said. 

Coach Jim Ryan expects a lot from his 
seniors this season and believes that they 
have the capability to perform at a high 
level. 

Although there is a lot of talent on the 
team, the athletes still expect this year to be 
a very challenging season. 

“Every meet will be a tough competi-
tion for us since Shaler is in a tough sec-
tion, but we are ready to compete,” May 
said.

The team is excited and ready to show 
off the new track to other teams. This sea-
son they are lucky enough to have some 
home meets and they are ready to show 
their talent. 

“Our home meets are what has us the 
most excited. We are very grateful to have 
some this year since we weren’t able to last 
year, and we are excited to show off our 
new facility to the other teams,” May said.

The new track is going to be motiva-
tion for the team to do their best this sea-
son. The team will hope to take advantage 
of having their home crowd cheer them on 
while they compete on the new track. 

by Tanner Nowakowski

The Lacrosse team looks to have another successful season. They are coming off of 
a promising 10-7 record last season and are ready to improve. 

The team’s goal is to keep up the same level of play with the guys that they have. 
“We have to rebuild the team and make the playoffs,” junior goalie Noah Snyder said. 
The main goal for the team is to make the playoffs. The team feel that they have the 

talent, but just need to pull it together. 
There are some big games this season that the team will have to play together and pull 

out a win to make playoffs. 
“Sewickley and Butler are two big section games to make playoffs,” Snyder said. 
There are many influential seniors on this team to lead the group in these games and 

get to their goal of playoffs. 
“Quinn Colwell and Liam Weaver are great teammates and players. They are always 

looking for some way to push the team to play better,” Snyder said. 

Volleyball team prepares 
for difficult section play

Track team excited for 
season and home meets

Boys Lacrosse hoping to make playoffs
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By Davis Deasy

At only 21 years old, Shaler Area High School graduate Joseph Pugar is be-
ginning his own company. However, his future was not always clear when Pugar 
was roaming the halls of Shaler Area high school.

Pugar, who is currently a chemical engineering student at the University of 
Pittsburgh spoke with Shaler Area students about finding the right career path on 
February 16th. He spoke to students curious about various engineering fields that 
they can venture into in college.

He came with fellow Pitt students Drew Loebig and Eric Relich. Loebig was 
a 2012 graduate of Shaler Area, while Pugar graduated in 2013. Relich graduated 
from Woodland Hills high school in 2013. The three of them had valuable insight 
about engineering and the college experience altogether. 

“You can have a social life, you can do really well in school, and you can do 
all of these fun activities. [College] is really just a balance of how you spend your 
time and what you’re doing with it,” Relich said. 

The three chemical engineering students also went into detail about each 
field of engineering and what you can do with it. They informed the students of 
engineering technology, as well as mechanical, chemical, civil, electrical, indus-
trial, nuclear, and biomedical engineering. 

Pugar then explained how he is making use of all of these fields of engineer-
ing and applying them to what he wants to do later in life. Though he is still a 
chemical engineering student, he is utilizing biomedical engineering to make 
advancements in the healthcare field and develop a company.

Pugar developed an artificial vein that will not clot. Its surface is constantly 
changing to prevent the need to replace the vein every few months.

“We can actually tune these mechanics to inhibit any of those chemical com-
ponents that are in your blood from attaching to the surface and then growing on 
the surface. So pretty much what we did was we generated a renewable surface. 
It automatically can clean itself, which is pretty cool,” Pugar said.

He is developing this technology to advance his startup company. The com-
pany has been started with the help of his research mentor, two UPMC cardiovas-
cular surgeons, and an entrepreneur with over 20 years of experience.

“We wish to become a surfaces technologies company which specializes in 

mechanically driven anti-fouling surfaces,” Pugar said. “Essentially, surfaces 
that clean themselves from particles nearby that will try to stick to the surface. 
Particles like minerals in water, platelets in blood, and bacteria in algae.”

After graduation in April, Pugar intends on working full time to raise funds 
for his company. He is also going to look for partners with the company.

“We have a promising future and a good team so the outlook is good, but 
with all startup companies a lot of time and money will be necessary before we 
can make any,” Pugar said. “Right now we’re raising money and further validat-
ing our research so we can grow as a group and join other companies who wish 
to use our technology.”

Former student developing engineering company

By Sarah Hefferin and 
Bridget Nickel

On Friday March 3, nineteen Shaler 
Area students traveled to the University of 
Pittsburgh to compete in the Japan Ameri-
can Society of Pennsylvania’s Japanese 
Speech Contest.  Evan Lysko placed first 
in the Advanced Plus Category and Kylie 
Dougherty and Alexis Finney placed first 
and second in the Intermediate category.

Shaler is one of the eight high schools 
in the area that offer Japanese and all of 
them took part in the competition. There 
were 19 Shaler Area students that were re-
quired to memorize a five-minute speech 
in Japanese about the future of Japan. The 
students were permitted to talk about any-
thing from changes in Japanese culture to 
Japan’s position on international affairs.

“I think it would be incredibly diffi-
cult for most students to do that in Eng-
lish, let alone in a language that the State 
Department classifies as one of the three 
hardest for an English speaker to learn,” 
Steve Balsamico, Japanese sensei, said.

Lysko originally was competing against 
four others in the Advanced Plus division, but they 
ended up combining Advanced and Advanced Plus 
totaling to around 20 people total. Lysko placed first 
in Advanced Plus and the only person who placed 
higher than him was the grand prize winner who was 
from the Advanced level.

In Lysko’s winning speech, he talked about the 
importance of happiness and how it is beneficial not 
only to the individual, but also for the economy and 
society. He then spoke about the possible causes of 
Japan’s unhappiness. He ended his speech by imply-
ing that in order to fix a problem like happiness, ab-
stract thought must be used. In his speech he also 
suggested that there should somehow be a reforma-
tion of Japan’s societal structure.

“The hardest part was getting it to be under five 
minutes while still saying everything I wanted to 
say. Giving my speech to the two really nice Japa-
nese judges, I felt really confident. After I got placed 
though, I had to give my speech to everyone there. I 
definitely died a little bit inside, and I messed up a 
couple of times, but it’s over now,” Lysko said.

Although Lysko has no plans of pursuing a ca-
reer in anything Japanese-related, he still hopes he 
can go back to Japan again in his lifetime to get an-
other experience of their lifestyle and culture to see 
if there have been any advancements.

“In the end, it was a great experience that my 
Japanese teacher forced me to go through against my 
will,” Lysko said.

Kylie Dougherty chose to focus on technologi-

cal aspects, such as computer 
usage, transportation, and the 
increased use of robotics to 
help with everyday activities. 
Dougherty also spoke about the 
economic relations between the 
United States and Japan, say-
ing that they would continue to 
be strong and prosperous. 

Dougherty had taught her-
self several new vocabulary 
words to make the speech more 
exciting and, even if creating 
a speech was challenging, she 
loves speaking Japanese and 
hopes to continue doing so.

“I would definitely love to 
work with Japanese in the fu-
ture because it’s a beautiful and 
interesting language to learn 
and it is the class I’ve always 
felt constantly confident in,” 
Dougherty said. 

Both Kylie Dougherty and 
Alexis Finney competed in the 
Intermediate category, and won 

first and second out of 15 people. 
Finney chose to focus on robots as well, but she 

talked about their relationship with humans, and how 
she hopes the Japanese population will rise and be-
come more diverse.

“The announcer called everyone from the divi-
sion onto the stage and called out everyone’s name so 
they could receive a participation certificate. But they 
didn’t call Kylie and I, so I got super worried. Then 
someone next to me said ‘That means you won!’” 
Finney said. “I came into the competition with the 
assumption that I wouldn’t win...not only did some-
one win, but three people I knew! It makes me really 
proud of my friends, myself, and my teacher Bal-
samico sensei for getting me this far!”

Students place at Japanese speech competition

Kylie Dougherty, Evan Lysko, and Alexis Finney show off competition shirts. 

Joe Pugar, Eric Relich, Andrew Loebig


